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ADMONITION

I am now going to say a few words about your conduct as jurors. I am going to give you
some do’s and don’ts, mostly don’ts, which I will call “The Admonition.”

You are to determine the facts of this case only from the evidence that is presented in
this courtroom. The law that you are to apply is the law that I give you in the final
instructions. Arizona law prohibits a juror from receiving evidence not properly admitted
at trial. Therefore, do not do any research or make any investigation about the case on your
own. Do not view or visit the locations where the events of the case took place. Do not
consult any source such as a newspaper, a dictionary, a reference manual, television, radio
or the Internet for information. If you have a question or need additional information,
submit your request in writing and I will discuss it with the attorneys. One reason for these
prohibitions is because the trial process works by each side knowing exactly what evidence
is being considered by you and what law you are applying to the facts you find. This
prohibits you from consulting any outside source.

Do not talk to anyone about the case, or about anyone who has anything to do with it,
and do not let anyone talk to you about those matters, until the trial has ended, and you
have been discharged as jurors. Do not read anything about the case either in the
newspaper or on the internet.

To avoid even the appearance of improper conduct, do not talk to any of the parties, the
lawyers, witnesses or media representatives about anything until the case is over, even if
your conversation with them has nothing to do with the case. For example, you might pass
an attorney in the hall, and ask what good restaurants there are downtown, and somebody
from a distance may think you are talking about the case. So, again, please avoid even the
appearance of improper conduct. The lawyers and parties have been given the same
instruction about not speaking with you jurors, so do not think they are being unfriendly to
you. When you go home tonight and family and friends ask what the case is about,
remember you cannot speak with them about the case. All you can tell them is that you are
on a jury, the estimated schedule for the trial, and that you cannot talk about the case until
it is over.
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Do wear your juror badge at all times in and around the courthouse so everyone will
know you are on a jury. It is your duty not to speak with or permit yourselves to be
addressed by any person on any subject connected with the trial. If someone should try to
talk to you about the case, stop him or her or walk away. If you should overhear others
talking about the case, stop them or walk away. If anything like this does happen, report it
to me or any member of my staff as soon as you can.

In a criminal case such as this, the jurors are not permitted to discuss the evidence until
all the evidence has been presented and the jurors have retired to deliberate on the verdict.
You therefore may not discuss the evidence among yourselves until you retire to deliberate
on your verdict. Do not form final opinions about any fact or about the outcome of the case
until you have heard and considered all of the evidence, the closing arguments, and the rest
of the instructions I will give you on the law. Keep an open mind during the trial. Form
your final opinions only after you have had an opportunity to discuss the case with each
other in the jury room at the end of the trial.

Before each recess, I will not repeat the entire Admonition I have just given you. I will
probably refer to it by saying, “Please remember the Admonition,” or something like that.
However, even if I forget to make any reference to it, remember that the Admonition still
applies at all times during the trial.
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